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We are calling for inspiring stories and impactful initiatives driving positive change in the sanitation sector. 
If your story/organisation deserves a feature, reach out to us at rohit.singh@isc.ficci.com

Ms. Naina Lal Kidwai, Chair, ISC & FICCI Water Mission was felicitated at the World Water Day Conclave 2026 by Shri C.R. Patil, Hon’ble Minister of Jal Shakti. 
Ms. Kidwai received the award for the FICCI Water Mission which had voluntarily adopted industrial water use efficiency.

The felicitation recognizes her leadership in advancing voluntary action by water-intensive industries and promoting responsible and sustainable water 
management within industry associations.

The ISC-FICCI Sanitation Awards return with their landmark 10th edition, marking a decade of recognising excellence and impact in India’s WASH sector. Bigger 
and more dynamic than ever, this year’s platform continues to spotlight the changemakers driving sustainable sanitation forward.

Complementing this is the Rashid Kidwai WASH Finance Awards 2026, focusing on a critical yet often overlooked aspect, financing. These awards aim to 
recognise innovative financial models and investments that enable scale and impact.

Together, the two platforms celebrate not just implementation, but also the financial ecosystems powering sanitation transformation.

To know more, Please visit: https://www.indiasanitationcoalition.org/isc-ficci-sanitation-awards.html
https://www.indiasanitationcoalition.org/rashid-kidwai-wash-finance-awards.html

The National Report and State Reports of Goa, Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Karnataka on Climate Resilient Coastal Cities were launched in the presence of key 
dignitaries. Ms. Naina Lal Kidwai, Chair, ISC, inaugurated the event with a visionary address. Shri V. K. Chaurasia, Advisor IC, CPHEEO, MoHUA, spoke on policy 
integration, while Mr. Harshvardhan, CEO, CDD India, presented field implementation findings. Mr. Ashish Dangi Researcher, IIT Bombay, analyzed climate risk 

data. The launch event marked a pivotal moment for resilient sanitation planning across coastal cities.

“Immediate action for coastal cities - need of the hour” 
- MS. NAINA LAL KIDWAI AT CRCC REPORT LAUNCH 

The Delhi Management Association (DMA) conferred the Lifetime Achievement Award at the 15th Women Excellence Awards 2026 upon Ms. Naina Lal Kidwai. 
The award celebrates her remarkable journey and the values of leadership, sustainability, and impact that she continues to champion through ISC.

Ms. Naina Lal Kidwai participated in the WOMB Circle Conversation exclusively for founding members, where the dialogue centred on leadership in sanitation 
and women’s empowerment. During the interactive session, she shared strategic insights drawn from ISC’s national projects, sparking meaningful 

exchanges around scalable, community-driven sanitation models.

The 11th edition of the India Industry Water Conclave and the 13th edition of the FICCI Water Awards highlighted the growing importance of responsible water 
stewardship. Ms. Naina Lal Kidwai emphasised the need for India to lead by example, ensuring that our water practices set a benchmark for sustainability and 
are not seen as detrimental by neighbouring countries. The discussions reinforced the collective responsibility of industry and institutions in safeguarding water 

resources for the future.

"Both domestic demand and exports ensure that capacity utilisations go up — and as that happens, investment into those sectors begins to follow." Ms. Kidwai 
offered a measured post-Budget assessment, emphasising the dual drivers needed to sustain India's investment cycle.

"Markets have reflected their disappointment." Ms. Kidwai provided a candid market perspective following the Budget announcement.

"Much work to be done on customs duties, particularly as 
we look to drive exports." She underlined the need for 
rationalisation of customs processes and rates as a key 

lever to boost India's export competitiveness.

Key Media Features: Ms Naina Lal Kidwai analyzed FICCI Pre-Budget Survey on CNBC TV18; discussed Union Budget Expectations 2026 on ET 
Now; joined FICCI panel on CNBC TV18 with FICCI President; featured on NDTV Profit; appeared with Rahul Shivshankar on CNN News18; authored 
Hindustan Times article on Budget 2026; commented post-budget on Business Today, India Today with Rajdeep Sardesai, Republic TV with Arnab 

Goswami, Economic Times, Akashwani Samachar.

At the 10th FICCI Sustainable Business Futures Summit 2026, Ms. Naina 
Lal Kidwai shared her perspective on aligning business growth with 
sustainability. She highlighted the importance of embedding sustainability 
into core business strategies and emphasised that responsible practices 

are increasingly driving long-term value and resilience.

A multi-stakeholder meeting on Village Development and Waste 
Management was held in Village Baghola, Prithla block, Palwal district, 
Haryana. Facilitated by ISC, the discussion reviewed solid and liquid 
waste management systems, highlighting the need for improved 
segregation, infrastructure, and additional Safai Karmis. With the 
support of corporate partner Knorr-Bremse, the meeting reinforced 
collaborative planning, community ownership, and next steps toward a 

resilient Village Development Plan.

A one-day orientation of Gram Panchayat stakeholders 
was conducted at Rajam Block, Vizianagaram, under the 
Lighthouse Initiative Phase-II of SBM(G). The 
programme focused on strengthening local capacity for 
ODF Plus outcomes through solid and liquid waste 
management, fecal sludge management, community 

engagement, and governance-led planning. 

Swachhata Sathis from multiple blocks attended LHI Phase II refresher 
training. This refresher program focused on sharing innovations, best 
practices, and addressing field-level challenges across key thematic areas, 
including ODF Plus sustainability, solid and liquid waste management, 

menstrual hygiene management, and plastic waste management. 

ISC celebrated #ValentinesOfGratitude by acknowledging sanitation 
workers across the country, shining a spotlight on their invaluable 
contribution. They were presented with small tokens of appreciation as a 

gesture of respect and gratitude.

LHI phase II convened Gram Panchayat stakeholders in Prithla Block, 
Palwal, bringing together ISC, CRY, Knorr-Bremse, and the Department 
of Drinking Water & Sanitation to strengthen ODF Plus efforts. The 
session focused on practical solutions such as waste segregation, 
composting, and greywater management, while highlighting on-ground 
implementation through Knorr-Bremse’s initiative in Baghola village. 
With active participation from local stakeholders, Baghola Gram 
Panchayat has been identified as the pilot for developing a model Village 
Development Plan, supported through convergence of SBM-G, 15th 

Finance Commission, MGNREGA, and CSR funding.

Under LHI Phase II, intensive field visits to Bilamal, Nuagaon, Haridaspur villages in Rayagada were conducted to engage with local 
leadership on strengthening village sanitation efforts. These visits highlighted the importance of local leadership, water availability, and 

community-led action in ensuring that sanitation efforts translate into sustainable, long-term impact.

Under ITC Mission Sunehra Kal, LHI Phase II, a 
high-impact divisional-level exposure visit and sanitation 
programme was conducted in Saharanpur, Baliyakheri, 
and Kota, under the guidance of Shri Harikesh Bahadur 
(Deputy Director, Panchayati Raj), where 15 Gram 
Panchayat Secretaries and 15 Gram Pradhans conducted 
deep-dive assessments of SLWM infrastructure, vermi 
compost units, and policy alignment, reviewing and 

assessing ongoing works for maximum impact.

A field visit to Gopinathpur Village in Thuamul Rampur, Kalahandi, 
Odisha was conducted in collaboration with block administration under 
LHI phase II. The visit focused on strengthening Village Development 
Plans by integrating school WASH and menstrual hygiene 
management, alongside reviewing household and school sanitation 
systems. With strong community and institutional engagement, efforts 
are being aligned with MGNREGA and other mechanisms to ensure 
functional sanitation infrastructure, improved coordination, and 

sustained ODF Plus outcomes. 

Saahas NGO conducted a capacity-building session 
under Project Swachh Sanchaya, supported by Biocon 
Foundation. The training focused on enhancing 
housekeeping staff skills, improving operational 
efficiency, and strengthening waste management 
practices, reinforcing a shared commitment to 
sustainable community systems and responsible 

resource stewardship.

A baseline study was initiated across Wards 14–17 in Bommasandra 
under Project Swachh Sanchaya, supported by Biocon Foundation. Led 
by Saahas NGO, the study focuses on assessing waste collection and 
transportation systems to establish key benchmarks, laying the 
groundwork for data-driven improvements in solid waste management.

As part of Project Swachh Sanchaya, an intervention was conducted in 
Bommasandra, supported by Biocon Foundation, to strengthen end-to-end 
waste management systems. The exercise focused on addressing the gap 
between waste segregation and collection by engaging both residents and 
sanitation staff, ensuring that segregated waste remains uncompromised 

and translating awareness into effective on-ground implementation.

As Phase II of LHI unfolds in Bharuch, the journey is already underway, with 
groundwork laid and community-led assessments shaping the path forward. 
Building on this strong foundation, ISC welcomed Kohler India as a corporate 

partner, adding new momentum to the programme.

What makes this collaboration meaningful is its shared vision: combining 
on-ground insights with global expertise to strengthen rural sanitation and 
solid and liquid waste management (SLWM). As teams continue to work 
closely with communities, the focus remains on creating solutions that are 

not just effective, but locally rooted and sustainable.

Under LHI Phase II, village-level sanitation awareness meetings were 
held at GP Boddam and GP Penubaka in Rajam Mandal under the 
theme “Swachha Panchayat & Swachha Sankranthi.” Organized in 
collaboration with the Panchayat Raj & Rural Development 
Department, Ajivika Mission, and other local stakeholders, the 
sessions brought together community leaders, SHG members, 
frontline workers, and volunteers to strengthen grassroots 
engagement. The effort reinforces that sustainable sanitation 
outcomes are driven by community ownership, local leadership, and 

collaborative action at the village level.

ISC conducted an orientation for newly selected Swachhata Sathis under 
LHI Phase II in Jhagadia Block, Gujarat, in partnership with Kohler India. 
The session introduced participants to the initiative’s goals, their role in 
driving community-level sanitation outcomes, and the importance of a 
collaborative approach. As frontline champions, Swachhata Sathis will 
play a key role in engaging communities, promoting improved practices, 
and supporting implementation, marking another step forward in building 

cleaner, more resilient communities.

Under LHI Phase II, ISC in partnership with GMR Varalakshmi 
Foundation, conducted a sanitation and drain cleaning drive in 
Penubaka Village, Rajam Mandal. Going beyond a one-time effort, 
the initiative focused on strengthening systemic sanitation 
management, addressing drainage, waste management, behaviour 
change, and institutional participation. With active community 
involvement, Penubaka is steadily progressing towards becoming an 

ODF Plus model village.

Ms. Naina Lal Kidwai, speaking to Parikshit Luthra on CNBC TV18, 
expressed that stronger government support was needed to boost exports, 
job creation, and manufacturing, especially for sectors such as diamonds, 

apparel, and leather that had been impacted by US tariffs. 

"Job creation was critical, industries such as diamonds, apparel 
and leather have seen a serious knock from US tariffs." Ms. 
Kidwai stressed the need for stronger export support and how 
improvements in logistics and customs compliance could ease 

the movement of goods and services.

"I hope we will see a focus on deepening our bond markets, supporting 
India's need for longer-term financing." Ms. Kidwai also advocated for 
allowing pension funds and insurers to invest in sub-AAA instruments 

and for restoring long-term capital gains parity for debt mutual funds.

It is important that we get our SEZ policies right, rationalize customs, and 
expand sector-focused PLI schemes for exports and global value 
chains." She called for stronger export incentive and refund mechanisms 

as part of Budget 2026 priorities.

At the ET Now Business Conclave & Awards 2026, Ms. Kidwai 
discussed the art of building enduring Indian companies through 
long-term vision, resilience, and strategic leadership in a world driven by 

short-term gains.

At the Leaders of Tomorrow Awards, Ms. Kidwai spoke 
about leading with conviction in an uncertain world, 
sharing insights on resilience, adaptability, and 

future-focused leadership.

"I would hope there's a little more focus on jobs and job creation." Ms. 
Kidwai highlighted that FICCI's Pre-Budget Survey ranked job creation 
highest at 70%, followed by Capex and exports as the top three priorities 

for the Union Budget.

In the budget special edition of BW Businessworld, Ms. Kidwai 
highlighted that by bringing water supply, sanitation, drainage, and 
wastewater management into the larger ambit of urban infrastructure 
planning and financing, the Budget has recognised these sectors as 
critical drivers of economic growth. She noted that investments in clean 
water and sanitation not only improve public health outcomes, but also 
contribute towards building a productive workforce and making cities 

more liveable and investment-ready.

Under Project Swachh Sanchaya, Saahas NGO conducted a 
capacity-building training on Solid Waste Management for 

housekeeping staff at Prakruthi Solitaire Apartment in Hebbagodi,
Karnataka. The session focused on strengthening waste collection 
practices, including segregation, safe handling, use of PPE, and 
proper disposal methods. The aim is to enhance system efficiency, 
reduce contamination of recyclables, and improve overall hygiene 

standards, with continued monitoring to sustain best practices.

"Public capital expenditure remains the principal economic 
multiplier." In her article, Ms. Kidwai noted that investments in 
transport, logistics, and industrial clusters reduce transaction costs 
and crowd in private investment. She also highlighted the Budget's 
recognition that reliable water, sanitation and urban infrastructure 

underpin labour productivity and public health.

H I G H L I G H T  O F  T H E  Q U A R T E R  

J A N U A R Y

Ms. Naina Lal Kidwai shared her perspective on the implications of the India–US trade deal, highlighting how tariff reductions could unlock new 
avenues for funding and enable greater access to advanced technologies through imports. She also underscored the importance of balancing the 
Make in India vision with strategic global partnerships. Her insights were widely featured across leading business media platforms, contributing to the 

broader conversation on sustainable sector growth.

F E B R U A R Y

On the occasion of Women’s Day, team members at the India Sanitation 
Coalition came together, reflecting on what empowerment truly means. 
From opportunity and voice to leadership and dignity, the reel captured 
diverse perspectives from across the team, reinforcing that when women 

rise, communities rise with them.

Under Project Swachh Sanchaya, ISC along with Saahas NGO 
are driving on-ground street mobilisation as a powerful tool for 
behaviour change communication. By engaging communities 
where they live, the initiative is fostering dialogue, challenging 
norms, and encouraging everyday actions that contribute to 
cleaner, healthier neighbourhoods. Through strategic 
implementation and strong partnerships, ISC continues to 
strengthen behaviour change efforts and build sustainable waste 

management systems at the grassroots level.

M A R C H

I S C  I N  M E D I A

"The Union Budget 2026 allocations for sanitation must prioritize 
behavior sustainability over infrastructure alone."

- MS.  NAINA LAL KIDWAI, CHAIR, ISC

10th Edition of ISC-FICCI
SANITATION AWARDS IS HERE!

MARKING A MILESTONE:


